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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Visual and Performing Arts/Music 
(information provided by the New Jersey Department of Education) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Arts Education in the 21st Century 
Creativity is a driving force in the 21st-century global economy, with the fastest growing 
jobs and emerging industries relying on the ability of workers to think unconventionally 
and use their imaginations. 
 
The best employers the world over will be looking for the most competent, most creative, 
and most innovative people on the face of the earth…This will be true not just for the top 
professionals and managers, but up and down the length and breadth of the workforce. 
…Those countries that produce the most important new products and services can 
capture a premium in world markets… 
(2007, National Center on Education and the Economy) 
 
Experience with and knowledge of the arts is an essential component of the P-12 
curriculum in the 21st century.  As the State of New Jersey works to transform public 
education to meet the needs of a changing world and the 21st century workforce, 
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capitalizing on the unique ability of the arts to unleash creativity and innovation in our 
students is critical for success, as reflected in the mission and vision that follow: 
 

 
STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

 
MISSION: The arts enable personal, intellectual, social, economic, and human growth 
by fostering creativity and providing opportunities for expression beyond the limits of 
language. 
 
VISION: An education in the arts fosters a population that: 

• Creates, reshapes, and fully participates in the enhancement of the quality of 
life, globally. 

• Participates in social, cultural, and intellectual interplay among people of 
different ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds through a focus on the 
humanities. 

• Possesses essential technical skills and abilities significant to many aspects of 
life and work in the 21st century. 

• Understand and impacts the increasingly complex technological environment. 
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PROGRAM GOALS:  INTENT AND SPIRIT OF THE 
VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS STANDARDS 

 
The intent and spirit of the New Jersey Visual and Performing Arts Standards builds upon 
the philosophy and goals of the National Standards for Arts Education. Equitable access 
to arts instruction is achieved when the four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art) are offered throughout the P-12 spectrum.  Thus, the goal of the standards is 
that all students have regular, sequential arts instruction throughout their P-12 education. 
 
The expectation of the New Jersey arts standards is that all students communicate at a 
basic level in each of the four arts disciplines by the end of fifth grade, using the 
vocabularies, materials, tools, techniques, and intellectual methods of each arts discipline 
in a developmentally appropriate manner.  Beginning in grade 6, student instruction in 
the arts is driven by specialization, with students choosing one of the four arts disciplines 
based on their interests, aptitudes, and career aspirations.  By the end of grade 12, 
students are expectd to communicate proficiently in one or more arts disciplines of their 
choice.  By graduation from secondary school, all students should, in at least one area of 
specialization, be able to: 

• Define and solve artistic problems with insight, reason, and technical 
proficiency. 
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• Develop and present basic analyses of works of art from structural, historical, 
cultural, and aesthetic perspectives. 

• Call upon their informed acquaintance with exemplary works of art from a 
variety of cultures and historical periods. 

• Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills within and across the arts 
disciplines by mixing and matching competencies and understandings in art-
making, history, culture, and analysis in any arts-related project. 

 
 

OVERVIEW:  REVISED STANDARDS 
 
The revised 2009 visual and performing arts standards align with the National Standards 
for Arts Education.  In addition, they correlate structurally to the three arts processes 
defined in the 2008 NAEP Arts Education Assessment Framework: creating, 
performing, and responding.  When actively engaged in these processes, students not 
only learn about the arts, they learn through and within the arts. 
 
The state and national standards are deliberately broad to encourage local curricular 
objectives and flexibility in classroom instruction.  New Jersey’s revised 2009 visual and 
performing arts standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and 
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meaningful assessments in the four arts disciplines for all children.  They are designed to 
assist educators in assessing required knowledge and skills in each discipline by laying 
out the expectations for levels of proficiency in dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts 
at the appropriate level of study. 
 
Organization of the 2009 Standards 
 
This organization of the 2009 visual and performing arts standards reflects the critical 
importance of locating the separate arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) 
as one common body of knowledge and skills, while still pointing to the unique 
requirements of individual disciplines.  There are four visual and performing arts 
standards, as follows. 
 
Standards 1.1 and 1.2, respectively, articulate required knowledge and skills concerning 
the elements and principles of the arts, as well as arts history and culture.  Together, the 
two standards forge a corollary to the NAEP Arts process of creating.  Standard 1.1 
includes four strands, one for each of the arts disciplines:  A. Dance, B. Music, C. 
Theatre, and D. Visual Art; Standard 1.2 includes a single strand:  A. History of the Arts 
and Culture. 
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Standard 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an understanding of 
the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
 
Standard 1.2 The History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the 
role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
 
Standard 1.3 is rooted in arts performance and thus stands as a corollary to the NAEP 
Arts process of performing/interpreting.  Like Standard 1.1, Standard 1.3 is made up of 
four arts-specific strands:  A. Dance, B. Music, C. Theatre, and D. Visual Art. 
 
Standard 1.3 Performance:  All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, 
and technologies that are appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works 
of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
Standard 1.4 addresses two ways students may respond to the arts, including (1) the 
study of aesthetics and (2) the application of methodologies for critique.  Standard 1.4 
provides a corollary to the NAEP Arts process of responding.  This standard pertains to 
all four arts disciplines, and is comprised of two strands related to the mode of response:  
A. Aesthetic Responses and B. Critique Methodologies.   
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Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to 
works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
This Introduction was provided by the New Jersey Department of Education as part of 
the 2009 New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards for Visual and Performing Arts, and 
can be found at the following web address:  www.njcccs.nj.gov 
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SECTION II 
 

1.1 The Creative Process  All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of 
works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 

Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.1.2.B.1 
 
 
1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.4 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 

Ear training and listening skill are prerequisites 
for musical literacy. 
 
The elements of music are foundational to basic 
music literacy. 
 
Music is often defined as organized sound that is 
dependent on predictable properties of tone and 
pitch. Musical notation captures tonality, dynamic 
range, and rhythm. 
 
Musical instruments have unique qualities of 
tonality and resonance. Conventional instruments 
are divided into musical families according to 
shared properties. 
 
Reading basic music notation contributes to 
musical fluency and literacy.  Musical 
intelligence is related to ear training and listening 
skill, and temporal spatial reasoning ability is 
connected to listening skill. 
 
The elements of music are building blocks  

What are the elements of music and how do musicians and 
composers manipulate these to create music? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do the varying sounds of music instruments affect 
compositions?  
 
 
 
How does reading music notation relate to the ability to 
understand and perform music? 
How do we translate what is heard to what is understood 
about music? 
 
 
How are the basic elements of music combined to build a  
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Skills Key Content 

Participate in making music through singing, playing instruments, 
and moving expressively, by exploring the elements of music 
(including texture, harmony, form, melody, and rhythm). 
1.1.2.B.1 
 
 
 
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of music in 
performance of musical selections, both in class and at concerts, 
through listening and responding (vocally, instrumentally, or 
physically) to melody, rhythm, harmony, texture, dynamics, and 
form. 1.1.2.B.2 
 
Using musical notation up to eighth notes and rests, sing or play 
on instruments songs or instrumental compositions in pentatonic 
and diatonic scales. 1.1.2.B.3 
 
Identify and name instruments in the four instrument families; 
woodwind, brass, strings, percussion.  1.1.2.B.4 
 
 
Use sheet music to sing or play a composition to demonstrate 
knowledge of melody, rhythm, harmony, texture, dynamics, and 
form. 1.1.5.B.1 
 

The voice is one’s first instrument. Singing songs establishes a 
musical repertoire from which a young musician draws 
understanding of the basic elements of music. Playing instruments 
and physically responding to music are extensions of music 
making that continues to build repertoire and expands the 
understanding of the basic elements of music. 1.1.2.B.1 
 
Because making music is based on a performance of some type, 
the ability to demonstrate the musician’s understanding of the 
musical elements within the composition are inherently imbedded 
in the performance of the music. 1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
Connections are made between written musical notation and the 
musical performance. 1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
Observations are used to build perception and understanding of 
related non-tangible things.  Understanding what a violin is can 
guide a listener to what it sounds like. 1.1.2.B.4 
 
Connections are made between written musical notation and the 
musical performance. 1.1.5.B.1 
 
 

 denoting meter, rhythmic concepts, tonality, 
intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic 
progressions, all of which contribute to musical 
literacy. 

composition? 
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Skills Key Content 
Perform works by singing and playing on instruments that 
demonstrate: simple meters, 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, and 6/8 time, 
rhythms using up to sixteenth notes and rests, tonalities of major 
and minor, in structural forms of AB, ABA, theme and variation, 
rounds, and simple blues progressions. 1.1.5.B.2 
 
Identify intervals in written notation up to an octave, and aurally 
the intervals of a major 3rd, perfect 5th, and octave. 1.1.5.B.2 
 
Identify in music notation and aurally a major and minor chord. 
1.1.5.B.2 
 
Identify in music notation and aurally a I, IV, V, I chord 
progression. 1.1.5.B.2 

Building on simple elements of musical structure prepares the 
musician to understand more complex compositions. 1.1.5.B.2 
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1.2 History of the Arts and Culture  All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history 

and across cultures. 
 

Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.2.2.A.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.2.A.2 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.1 
 
1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
1.2.5.A.3 
 
 

Dance, music, theatre, and visual artwork from 
diverse cultures and historical eras have distinct 
characteristic and common themes that are 
revealed by contextual clues within the works of 
art. 
 
The function and purpose of art-making across 
cultures is a reflection of societal values and 
beliefs. 
 
Art and culture reflect and affect each other. 
 
Characteristic approaches to content, form, style, 
and design define art genres. 
 
Sometimes the contributions of an individual 
artist can influence a generation of artists and 
signal the beginning of a new art genre. 

What are threads of commonality that works of art from 
across artistic disciplines in both culture and history carry? 
 
 
 
 
How do societies reflect their values and beliefs through its 
arts? 
 
 
How are art and culture related? 
 
What defines an art genre? 
 
 
What are contributions made by artists that have become 
building blocks or points of departure for succeeding artists 
to create new artistic genres? 

 
Skills 

 
Key Content 

Attend a performance, listen to a recording, or watch a music 
video of a theme-based musical composition.  1.2.2.A.1 
 
 

How a composer handles giving a composition a “voice” or 
character is inherent in the story being told. Young learners seek 
musical ideas that make connections to what is known. 1.2.2.A.1 
 

Montclair Public Schools Page 15 
 



MUSIC / K-5 
Montclair Public Schools 

 

Compare compositions from a similar culture using differing 
historical periods to understand how time affects changes of 
musical opinion.  Research a given composer and historical 
period to identify key aspects of history and culture.  1.2.2.A.2 
 
Actively participate in discussions about how musical 
compositions are tied to the values held by a given society. 
1.2.5.A.1 
 
Explore jazz as America’s first music and identify how this genre 
uses common artistic elements such as improvisation. 1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
Identify key music figures of the Renaissance, Classical, 
Romantic, Impressionist, Jazz, and Contemporary periods and 
explore their iconic representative works.  1.2.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring music through time sheds light on the people, the 
societies, and the common beliefs of the time in which a 
composition was created.  Young learners understand they are 
part of the spectrum of time. 1.2.2.A.2 
 
Music is a mirror of the time in which it was created. Young 
learners understand that music is a means of expressing in their 
lives. 1.2.5.A.1 
 
Genres are tied to the artists’ culture and place in history. Young 
learners understand artists’ works by analyzing the artist’s place 
in time. 1.2.5.A.2 
 
Music has advanced throughout history when composers express 
themselves by moving from within a genre and stretching given 
musical components to yet unknown limits.  Young learners 
prepare for their future by understanding their past. 1.2.5.A.3 

Montclair Public Schools Page 16 
 



MUSIC / K-5 
Montclair Public Schools 

 

1.3 Performance  All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, 
and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 

Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.3.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.2 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.3 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.4 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.5 
 
 
1.3.2.B.6 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.7 
 

The ability to read music notation correlates with 
musical fluency and literacy. Notation systems 
are complex symbolic languages that indicate 
pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and tempo. 
 
Proper vocal production/vocal placement requires 
an understanding of basic anatomy and the 
physical properties of sound. 
 
Playing techniques for Orff instruments develop 
foundational skills used for hand percussion and 
melodic percussion instruments. 
 
Proper breathing technique and correct posture 
improve the timbre of the voice and protect the 
voice when singing. 
 
Improvisation is a foundational skill for music 
composition. 
 
Prescribed forms and rules govern music 
composition, rhythmic accompaniment, and the 
harmonizing of parts. 
 
Basic conducting patterns and gestures provide 
cues about how and when to execute changes in 

What is music notation and how does understanding it bring 
us closer to understanding the music it represents? 
 
 
 
What is proper vocal production and how does 
understanding basic anatomy help us to acquire it? 
 
 
What are Orff instruments? What are their playing 
techniques? 
 
 
What is proper breathing technique and correct posture as 
relates to singing? How do these improve and protect the 
human voice? 
 
What is improvisation? Why is improvisation a necessary 
skill for composition? 
  
Once a composer has mastered the elements of music, how 
are these put together to form compositions? 
 
 
How does conducting influence a performer? 
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Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.3 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.4 
 

dynamics, timbre, and timing. 
 
Complex scores may include compound meters 
and the grand staff. 
 
Proper vocal production and vocal placement 
improve vocal quality. Harmonizing requires 
singing ability and active listening skills.  
Individual voice ranges change with time. 
 
Music composition is governed by prescribed 
rules and forms that apply to both improvised and 
scored music. 
 
Decoding musical scores requires understanding 
of notation systems, the elements of music, and 
basic compositional concepts. 
 

  
 
What are complex scores? 
 
 
What is vocal production and how is it affected by vocal 
placement? 
How do singers create vocal harmony with one another? 
How do the male and female voices change over time? 
 
How do compositional structures affect both improvised and 
scored music? 
 
 
How are compositions structured, using notation, form and 
the elements of music? 
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Skills 

 
Key Content 

Perform music selections from basic notation by singing, 
clapping, and or playing a musical instrument. 1.3.2.B.1 
 
Demonstrate ability to produce a healthy vocal tone using proper 
vocal placement in singing. 1.3.2.B.2 
 
Demonstrate proper use of instrumental playing techniques on 
Orff instruments. 1.3.2.B.3 
 
Using a healthy posture and breathing technique, sing rounds or 
canons in unison and in 2 parts. 1.3.2.B.4 
 
Explore rhythmic and melodic patterns as a basis for vocal and 
instrumental improvisation and apply these over repeated ostinato 
patterns to create new melodies and rhythms. 1.3.2.B.5 
 
Playing as a solo or as a group, perform short melodies or 
rhythms to accompany a composition in AB and ABA forms. 
Read music notation up to and including eighth notes and rest to 
perform a major scale in singing or on an instrument. 1.3.2.B.6 
 
Respond to conductor’s cues and perform a variety of dynamic 
levels in unison and harmony while singing or playing an 
instrument. 1.3.2.B.7 
 
Demonstrate an understanding of more complex music notation 
by singing or performing on an instrument in treble and bass 

Music notation is used around the world to preserve and perform 
music of all cultures and historical eras.  1.3.2.B.1 
 
Singing is a physical activity with essential proper techniques. 
1.3.2.B.2 
 
Playing musical instruments requires a variety of physical 
techniques. 1.3.2.B.3 
 
Singing with good technique improves the quality of vocal 
production.  1.3.2.B.4 
 
Improvisation is a learned and evolving skill which promotes 
creativity and is essential for composition. 1.3.2.B.5 
 
 
Music is the organization of musical elements in a given 
structure. 1.3.2.B.6 
 
 
 
Music is a live art which must be performed to become active. 
Group expression is guided through a conductor’s gestures to  
become collectively expressive. 1.3.2.B.7 
 
Music notation is used around the world to preserve and perform 
music of all cultures and historical eras.  1.3.5.B.1 
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Skills 

 
Key Content 

clefs, using 2/4 to 3/4 or other mixed meter, and in 6/8 time or 
other compound meter. 1.3.5.B.1 
 
Demonstrate the ability to respond with healthy vocal techniques, 
both in solo and in groups, to create vocal blend in melodic and 
harmonic singing. 1.3.5.B.2 
 
Given a simple harmonic structure of I/IV/V/I, use classroom 
instruments or computer programs to improvise and create a 
simple melody.  1.3.5.B.3 
 
While performing a piece from a musical score, explore the 
elements of music found in the piece and manipulate these (e.g. 
turn slow into fast, repeat patterns more than is written, 
exaggerate the dynamics, etc.) to discover how the elements work 
together to make the music sound balanced and interesting.  
Actively discuss how the changing the elements    affects the 
music. 1.3.5.B.4 
 

 
 
 
Learning to actively listen and respond in the moment creates 
aesthetically stimulating musical performances. 1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
Improvisation is a basic form of creativity and composition. 
1.3.5.B.3 
 
 
Compositions are subjective to the listener that listens to them. 
The way that the basic elements of music are constructed within a 
composition affects the listener in a personal and variety of ways. 
1.3.5.B.4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Montclair Public Schools Page 20 
 



MUSIC / K-5 
Montclair Public Schools 

 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies  All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, 
judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 

Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.4.2.A.1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.1 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.2 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.B.1 
 
 
 
1.4.2.B.2 
 
 
 

Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art) has distinct characteristics, as do the 
artists who create them. 
 
Works of art may be organized according to their 
functions and artistic purposes (e.g., genres, 
mediums, messages, themes). 
 
Formalism in dance, music, theatre, and visual art 
varies according to personal, cultural, and 
historical contexts. 
 
Criteria for determining the aesthetic merits of 
artwork vary according to context. Understanding 
the relationship between compositional design 
and genre provides the foundation for making 
value judgments about the arts. 
 
Relative merits of works of art can be 
qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using 
observable criteria. 
 
Constructive criticism is an important evaluative 
tool that enables artists to communicate more 
effectively. 
 

How is a work of art connected to the artist who created it? 
 
 
 
How is a work of art organized in category (ies)? 
 
 
 
How does the historical time in which a work of art is 
created affect the form of the work? 
How are works of art evaluated differently? 
 
Why does (n’t) art make sense to its consumers at the 
historical times in which they are created? 
 
 
 
 
What criteria can be used to determine the merits of a work 
of art? 
 
 
How does constructive criticism affect the artist? 
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1.4.2.B.3 
 
 
1.4.5.B.1 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.2 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.3 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.4 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.5 

Contextual clues are embedded in works of art 
and provide insight into artistic intent. 
 
Identifying criteria for evaluating performances 
results in deeper understanding of art and art-
making. 
 
Decoding simple contextual clues requires 
evaluation mechanisms, such as rubrics, to sort 
fact from opinion. 
 
While there is shared vocabulary among the four 
arts disciplines of dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art, each also has its own discipline-
specific arts terminology. 
 
Levels of proficiency can be assessed through 
analyses of how artists apply the elements of art 
and principles of design. 
 
Artists and audiences can and do disagree about 
the relative merits of artwork.  When assessing 
works of dance, music, theatre and visual art, it is 
important to consider the context for the creation 
and performance of the work (e.g., Who was the 
creator? What purpose does the artwork serve? 
Who is the intended audience?) 
 
 
 
 

What types of clues can be found to evaluate an artist’s 
musical intent? 
 
What does a listener listen for to understand a work of art 
beyond its immediate qualities? 
 
 
What elements can be used to evaluate a work of art, and 
how can these be categorized to determine its quality? 
 
 
What vocabulary is used specifically to the art of music? 
 
 
 
 
Using elements of art and principles of design, how does a 
listener evaluate artists’ proficiency? 
 
 
Using knowledge regarding an artist’s background, and 
analyzing for whom and why the artwork was created, how 
does a listener evaluate a work of art independently without 
being influenced by other’s opinions? 
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Skills Key Content 
Use research to gather information on the life of a historical 
composer (e.g. Beethoven) highlighting time and place in history, 
social elements, and key physical attributes/handicaps to generate 
a descriptive picture of the characteristics of the composer as a 
person. Then analyze composer’s key compositions (e.g. Fifth 
Symphony) searching for similar/related musical characteristics in 
the style/emotional message of the piece. 1.4.2.A.1 
 
Sing songs from a given culture (e.g. African American spirituals, 
plantation work songs, the Blues, Jazz, Swing, and Hip Hop) to 
form a basis for the emotions expressed by its musicians.  Discuss 
their cultural meanings. 1.4.2.A.2 
 
Create a soundtrack, background music, or musical story to 
express an emotion or feeling. 1.4.2.A.3 
 
Explore the elements of music as performed by sounds created 
outdoors in nature.  1.4.2.A.4 
 
Describe or perform musical examples of the key components 
of a given musical genre. 1.4.5.A.1 
 
Discuss emotional responses to musical examples of formalism, 
including personal, cultural and historically personal points of 
view.  1.4.5.A.2 
 
Describe how differing musical genres can be judged as great. 
Discuss how aesthetic values are determined.  1.4.5.A.3 
Attend music concerts to form objective assessments of various 
musical elements. 1.4.2.B.1 

Exemplary musical works have characteristics and personalities 
as do the composers who create them. 1.4.2.A.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History and culture are often imbedded in the emotions connected 
to a given musical work.  1.4.2.A.2 
 
 
 
Music can tell a story and express an emotion or feeling. 
1.4.2.A.3 
 
Sounds in nature are often structured as musical sounds are in 
musical compositions. 1.4.2.A.4 
 
Genres, mediums, messages and themes in music are organized 
and categorized to established classifications. 1.4.5.A.1 
 
The context of the music in formalism is of secondary importance 
to the form in which it is made.  1.4.5.A.2 
 
 
An individual’s imagination and personal frame of reference fuel 
the message of a musical composition.  1.4.5.A.3 
 
The merit of a musical work stands separately from the artist who 
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Offer a positive critique to a performance.  Accept positive 
criticism on one’s performance. 1.4.2.B.2 
 
Form a general description of the main idea in a piece of music. 
1.4.2.B 3 
 
Generate criteria for evaluating a piece of music. 1.4.5.B.1 
 
 
 
Generate a rubric to evaluate personal musical growth. 1.4.5.B.2 
 
 
Create a glossary of terms that are specific to the art of music. 
1.4.5.B.3 
 
Evaluate an artist’s level of proficiency by describing how well 
the elements of music were performed within the composition. 
1.4.5.B.4 
 
Compare and contrast how and why music is subjective? 
1.4.5.B.5 

creates it.  1.4.2.B.1 
 
Constructive criticism is a tool which is both given and received.  
1.4.2.B.2 
 
Works of musical art are structured in musical themes. 1.4.2.B.3 
 
 
Deeper musical understanding is achieved by understanding how 
well musical elements and principles of design are implemented.   
1.4.5.B.1 
 
Reaching goals requires an understanding of the variations within 
an assessment.  1.4.5.B.2 
 
Music is evaluated using a specific body of terminology. 
1.4.5.B.3 
 
Evaluating proficiency requires an understanding of the elements 
of music and design. 1.4.5.B.4 
 
 
Accepting differences of opinion about a similar work of art  
requires evaluation of same elements. 1.4.5.B.5 
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Assessments 
 
Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 
Instruction shall be provided to address the diverse needs and skills of the individual learner, using multiple measures including 
listening, reading, singing and playing, and visual, aural, kinesthetic and tactile practices. 
 
 
1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the 
creation of works of art in music.  
 
           By the end of grade 2, all students will demonstrate progress toward basic literacy in the elements of music, aurally and in 
printed scores, up to eighth notes and rests, and identifying sound sources by their elemental category. 
 
           By the end of grade 5, all students will demonstrate how the elements of basic literacy function within their category, both 
aurally and in printed scores. 
 
1.2 The History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts 
throughout history and across cultures.               
      
            By the end of grade 2, all students will demonstrate progress toward basic literacy in identifying a representative body of 
repertoire which reflects a variety of historical periods and world cultures, and, how artists are affected by their historical periods and 
world cultures. 
 
           By the end of grade 5, all students will demonstrate basic literacy in how societal values and beliefs are reflected in a 
representative body of repertoire from a variety of historical periods and world cultures, the artists’ significant contributions, and the 
artistic commonalities within the arts. 
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1.3 Performing  All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, 
and/or presenting works of art in music. 
 
            By the end of grade 2, all students will show progress toward basic literacy in performing from rhythmic and melodic notation 
in the treble clef, with consideration to dynamics and tempo, using proper vocal production and instrumental playing techniques. 
These will be performed in rounds, canons, AB and ABA forms, improvisations, in unison and with partners, using notation up to 
eighth notes and rests, responding to a conductor’s cues for dynamics and timing. 
 
            By the end of grade 5, all students will demonstrate basic literacy in performing vocally and instrumentally using notation in 
treble and bass clef, in mixed and compound meters, with emphasis on proper performance practices, both independently and in 
groups, and, in improvising on traditional instruments and computer. 
 
 
                           All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to 
works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
 By the end of grade 2, all students will progress toward basic literacy in identifying aesthetic qualities and emotional powers of 
music and the creative process, how aesthetic qualities and emotional powers are communicated, and an awareness of the correlations 
with music in nature. 
 
            By the end of grade 5, all students will demonstrate basic literacy in establishing observable, objective criteria to assess music 
using music terminology relating to music’s structure, personal, cultural and historical points of view, including assessment of an 
artist’s technical proficiency, the differences which make critiques varied amongst listeners, and be able to communicate how these 
reflect individuals and society.   
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Instructional Practices/Best Practices 
     
 

I. National Standards for Music Education 
 

A. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

B. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

C. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 

D. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 

E. Reading and notating music. 

F. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

G. Evaluating music and music performances. 

H. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 

I. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

(See “Resources” for References) 
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II. Children's and Community Youth Choir R&S Standards 
 
Video:  ACDA Children's and Community Youth Choir Standards  

Defined January/February 2009 by Division and National R & S Chairs 
 

I.     Repertoire 

A. Selection  

1. Variety representing historically significant and new compositions seek repertoire that has stood the test of 
time as well as those that are new, interesting, and representative of world cultures   

2. Choose repertoire with well written, age appropriate lyrics that will challenge the singers to interpret, relate 
to, and portray the poetry to an audience. Lyrics that children can connect with and spur thoughts and 
conversations of the world and how it affects them 

3. Know the vocal range of the ensemble. Choose repertoire that sits in that range comfortably but also will 
occasionally challenge the choir to strengthen the high and low vocal registers as well. 

4. Be sure the accompaniment adds artistic merit to the work 
5. Choose repertoire with educational value, that strengthens musicianship skills, vocabulary, historical 

exposure 
6. When possible, commission new works and allow singers the opportunity to meet and work with composers 

 
B. Presentation (Instrumental accompaniment, movement, etc.)  

 
1. A choral program should demonstrate balance between historical value (unless genre specific as indicated in 

the mission of the program), tempo, mood, text, color 
2. Allow repertoire to dictate performance practice various cultures and periods require certain performance 

practices and tone colors. It is the responsibility of the conductor to study the score, research background of 
the piece, and present the music in a way that respects the historical and cultural significance 

3. Use of movement should be well thought out, respectful of the culture and art of the music 
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4. Seek musicians within the community, school and choir who would offer the ensemble exposure to different 
accompanying instruments. 

5. Utilize the highest caliber of musician possible to enhance the product and overall artistry of performance 
 
 

II.   Choral Vocal Production 

A. Vocal Health Conductor/teacher must be aware of individual vocal health and developments in the group 

1. Changing voices conductor must have knowledge and skills to assist with changing voices, both boys and 
girls                                      

2. Teach basic healthy vocal habits breath support and control, vowel formation, tongue placement, tone 
quality 

B. Intonation 
1.  Vowel formation, placement of the voice in the resonating chambers, and breath support are important to  

  vocal health and intonation 
2.  Learning to listen, teaching the ensemble to listen to one another, other parts, and analyze the ensembles tone 

  will assist with intonation. 
3.  Conductors should be conscientious regarding seating placement within the ensemble, singing next to like  

voices so tension does not develop due to contrasting vocal quality surrounding the singer   

                    C.      Style   

  1.   Modify tone color to fit style. When healthy vocal habits are established, singers can modify the tone in a   
   healthy manner to imitate the timbres found in world music   
  2.   Teacher/conductor should be knowledgeable about the performance practices of historical repertoire;                 
        Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, etc.    
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III.   Rehearsal Techniques and Instruction   

         A.      Literacy   

1. Ensembles should be given the knowledge to be independent musicians. Literacy is important to 
     independence and should be taught in the manner that is most comfortable for the conductor, whether 
     that be through solfege, available sight-singing resources (books), or through the repertoire   
2. Conductor/educators must address pitch literacy at the readiness level of the ensemble. Whether it be through 
     recognition of intervallic direction/melodic contour, interval identification, and solfege or through  
    kinesthetic relationships such as hand signs, physical relationship within the body (knees = do, hips =  mi,  
    shoulders = sol or comparable) and teaching games for younger ensembles.   
3. Rhythmic literacy can be taught using numbers, ta/ti-ti or similar processes, or kinesthetically creating 

visual "notes" in the children for the ensemble to "read" as they learn rhythmic relationships.   
 
 

IV.   Professional Growth and Development   

         A.     Copyright Literacy    

1. ACDA and its affiliates prohibit use of photocopies or duplications of published/copyrighted material at all  
     conventions and events. Likewise, ACDA will not support such practices in any setting.  

           B.         Networking  

   1. Conductors/Educators - It is important to the growth of the teacher to network, continue to share, and     learn  
         from colleagues. Such activities will enhance the leadership and the singers alike.  

   2. Ensemble Choirs should have opportunities, whenever possible, to hear good models as well as demonstrate  
         what they do well. Sharing with others enhances ensembles and individual singers.  
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C.   Continuing Education for Conductors/Educators  

          1. Attend performances. Learn through listening, observing colleagues  
          2. Artistry is a process. There is always something new to be learned. New techniques, new philosophies, new  
    processes.   

 
V.    Recruitment & Retention  

  
          A.       Have a mission statement; know educational and artistic goals of the choir  
 
          B.       Travel when possible. Trips of any size, international, domestic, or local, promote community within a choir and          
                      represent the community beyond its borders. 
 

                   C.        Be a part of the local community. Seek support of and offer support to local and regional teachers/educators. 
  
                   D.        Develop clear concise materials for marketing. State goals and mission. Promote diversity and strong educational  

                   values. Marketing materials could be print or through the internet reducing costs. Seek community          
                     magazines/newspapers that wish to highlight activities for children. 
   
                    E.       It is the hope that economic challenges will not be the primary factor prohibiting children from choral music.  
                              Whenever possible, offer financial assistance. Seek arts supporters that will financially assist with such a  
                               goal.   
         F.        Encourage current members and parents to promote the choir  
 

 
VI.   Audience Development & Education   

                     A.      Educate audience through program notes and demonstrations. Conductors should be community arts leaders   
                     injecting music/singing into community events.  
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                     B.       Collaborations with professional ensembles, high quality adult choral or instrumental ensembles, area children's   
        choirs, dance organizations, and artists draw attention to a program while educating and exposing                     
        everyone involved to new opportunities in the community.   
           

VII.   Advocacy  

                      A.        Promote the work and artistry of children's choirs within ACDA and other professional organizations.  

                      B.         As a choral art, promote knowledge of the voice, repertoire and conducting gesture through work with                 
          children's choirs. 
 
 
 

From National Standards for Arts Education. Copyright 1994 by Music Educators National Conference (MENC). Used by permission. 
The complete National Arts Standards and additional materials relating to the Standards are available from MENC: The National 
Association for Music Education, 1806 Robert Fulton Drive, Reston, VA 20191; www.menc.org.  
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Enrichment 
                 
               Encourage students to explore: 

 
• music electives offered in school 
• continued individual and group music performance experiences, e.g., private/group lessons, 

                          chorus, ensemble experiences 
• community based music organizations, e.g., local jazz, rock schools, religious groups’ 

performing venues 
• music festivals 
• radio station programming 
• computer programs and websites 
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COMMON RUBRICS 
 
 

 
Sing a varied repertoire of music in solo and ensemble settings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
             

  

Assessment 4 3 2 1 

Echo simple melodic patterns 
Always echoes simple 
melodic patterns 
accurately 

Usually echoes simple 
melodic patterns 
accurately 

Sometimes echoes 
simple melodic patterns 
accurately 

Rarely echoes simple melodic 
patterns accurately 

Sing a variety of music in 
rhythm, pitch and tempo 

Always sings with 
accurate rhythm, pitch 
and tempo 

Usually sings with 
accurate rhythm, pitch 
and tempo 

Sometimes sings with 
accurate rhythm, pitch 
and tempo 

Rarely sings with accurate 
rhythm, pitch and tempo 

Sing and move expressively with 
an emphasis on dynamics and 
tempo 

Always sings and moves 
expressively with 
attention to dynamics 
and tempo 

Usually sings and moves 
expressively with 
attention to dynamics 
and tempo 

Sometimes sings and 
moves expressively with 
attention to dynamics 
and tempo 

Rarely sings and moves 
expressively with attention to 
dynamics and tempo 

Respond to simple conductor's 
cues while singing in an ensemble 

Always attends and 
responds to conductor's 
cues 

Usually attends and 
responds to conductor's 
cues 

Sometimes attends and 
responds to conductor's 
cues 

Rarely attends and responds to 
conductor's cues 

Sing using correct posture and 
breathing techniques 

Always uses correct 
posture and breathing 
techniques 

Usually uses correct 
posture and breathing 
techniques 

Sometimes uses correct 
posture and breathing 
techniques 

Rarely uses correct posture and 
breathing techniques 
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Play on instruments a varied repertoire of music in solo and ensemble settings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

    Assessment 4 3 2 1 
Perform simple rhythmic and melodic 
patterns accurately on classroom 
instruments 

Always performs 
patterns accurately 

Usually performs 
patterns accurately 

Sometimes performs 
patterns accurately 

Rarely performs patterns 
accurately 

Play classroom instruments with 
correct technique 

Always plays with 
correct technique 

Usually plays with 
correct technique 

Sometimes plays 
with correct 
technique 

Rarely plays with correct 
technique 

Respond to simple conductor's cues Always responds 
to conductor's cues 

Usually responds to 
conductor's cues 

Sometimes responds 
to conductor's cues 

Rarely responds to 
conductor's cues 

Play simple beat-based ostinati 
Always plays 
simple ostinati 
accurately 

Usually plays 
simple ostinati 
accurately 

Sometimes plays 
simple ostinati 
accurately 

Rarely plays simple 
ostinati accurately 
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Be musically literate by reading, notating, and performing music. 
 

    
    

Assessment 4 3 2 1 

Identify, echo, notate and perform: whole, dotted half, 
half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth notes and their 
corresponding rests. 

Always demonstrates 
ability to read, write and 
perform music using 
notation 

Usually demonstrates 
ability to read, write and 
perform music using 
notation 

Sometimes demonstrates 
ability to read, write and 
perform music using 
notation 

Rarely demonstrates 
ability to read, write 
and perform music 
using notation 

Identify, echo, notate, and perform simple melodic 
patterns on a staff 

Always demonstrates 
ability to read, write and 
perform music using a 
simple two-line staff 

Usually demonstrates 
ability to read, write and 
perform music using a 
simple two-line staff 

Sometimes demonstrates 
ability to read, write and 
perform music using a 
simple two-line staff 

Rarely demonstrates 
ability to read, write 
and perform music 
using a simple two-line 
staff 
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Students will create music. 
 
 

    

Assessment 4 3 2 1 
Create simple rhythmic and melodic 
patterns 

Always able 
to create 
simple 
rhythmic and 
melodic 
patterns 

Usually able to 
create simple 
rhythmic and 
melodic patterns 

Sometimes able to 
create simple 
rhythmic and 
melodic patterns 

Rarely able to 
create simple 
rhythmic and 
melodic patterns 

Improvise  while singing and playing Always able 
to improvise 

Usually able to 
improvise 

Sometimes able to 
improvise 

Rarely able to 
improvise 
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Listen to, respond to, analyze, evaluate and describe music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
Assessment 4 3 2 1 

Identify and respond to elements of 
music through movement 

Always able to ID and 
respond to elements of 
music through 
movement 

Usually able to ID and 
respond to elements of 
music through 
movement 

Sometimes able to 
ID and respond to 
elements of music 
through movement 

Rarely able to ID and 
respond to elements of 
music through movement 

Listen and identify two part musical 
form 

Always able to ID two 
part musical form 

Usually able to ID two 
part musical form 

Sometimes able to 
ID two part musical 
form 

Rarely able to ID two 
part musical form 

Identify classroom instruments by 
sight and sound 

Always able to ID 
classroom instruments 
by sight and sound 

Usually able to ID 
classroom instruments 
by sight and sound 

Sometimes able to 
ID classroom 
instruments by sight 
and sound 

Rarely able to ID 
classroom instruments by 
sight and sound 
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Rubric for Playing the Recorder (Beginning Level) 
 
 Beginning Satisfactory Proficient Excellent 

Holds Instrument Consistently holds instrument 
incorrectly with right hand on 
top. 

Hesitates and thinks about 
which hand to use on top; 
sometimes holds it 
correctly. 

Usually uses the left hand 
on the top. 

Automatically uses the left 
hand on top. 

Fingering Has difficulty placing fingers to 
block holes correctly. 

Hesitantly places fingers 
on holes. Has to check 
finger placement. 

Regularly fingers correctly 
with the occasional error. 

Confidently and correctly 
fingers the holes. 

Tonguing Has difficulty controlling breath 
and placement of tongue on 
mouthpiece. 

Demonstrates some control 
of breathing and 
sometimes uses tonguing. 

Regularly controls 
breathing and tonguing 
techniques. 

Masterful control of 
breathing and tonguing 
techniques. 

Note Recognition Begins to recognize musical 
symbols; needs a great deal of 
assistance. 

Can read some notes 
hesitantly; requires time to 
decipher. Needs some 
assistance. 

Reads most notes correctly 
with little assistance. 

Can sight read correctly 
and with confidence. 

Rhythm Can follow and play a simple 
rhythm with some success. 

Can follow and play a 
simple rhythm with 
success. 

Can follow and play a 
complex rhythm with some 
success. 

Can follow and play 
complex rhythm with 
success. 

Interpretation Monotonic expression with little 
emotional sensitivity. 

Sometimes expressive with 
some evidence of 
emotional sensitivity. 

Expression is generally 
appropriate with 
developing sensitivity. 

Very expressive; high 
degree of sensitivity. 

Improvisation Has difficulty creating a simple 
melody using set criteria. 

Can, at times, create a 
simple melody using the 
criteria. 

Successfully creates a 
melody using the criteria 
suggested. 

Improvises melodies that 
follow criteria and plays 
these with great sensitivity. 
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Thematic Units 
 
The Elements of Music 
 Students learn the elements of music (rhythm, melody, dynamics, tempo, form and texture) through singing, playing, 
movement, and listening, in making music. 
 
Introduction to Melody Instruments 
 Students learn to play handheld melodic instruments, such as tone bells and chimes. 
 
Introduction to Mallet Percussion (Orff) 
 Students learn the basics of universal technical aspects involved in playing instruments.  
 
Introduction to Recorder 
 Students learn the techniques of playing a pre-band/orchestra instrument 
 
Introduction to Improvisation 
 Students learn to manipulate musical elements to create music while playing. 
 
Basic Composition 
 Students learn to synthesize the elements of music to create music. 
 
Children’s Choir 
 Students learn to use the singing voice and use it as a means of personal expression. 
 
Families of Instruments 
 Students learn the governing characteristics of instruments and their categories. 
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Music of Great Composers 
 Students experience music of a variety of composers representing great works throughout history. 
 
Music Around the World 
 Students experience music of a variety of world cultures. 
 
Critiquing What We Hear 
 Students learn to recognize and evaluate music. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 
 
I=Introduced (formally or informally)  
E=Extended                                         
U=Used Independently by Student 

K 1 2 3 4 5 

GENERAL MUSIC             
Rhythm             
*  Meter I E E E E E 
*  Symbols I E E E E E 
*  Accents     I E E E 
*  Tempo I E E E E E 
Melody             
*  Intervals   I E E E E 
*  Movement I E E E E E 
*  Notation   I E E E E 
*  Phrase   I E E E E 
Form             
*  Structural Form I E E E E E 
              
Harmony             
*  Chords   I E E E E 
*  Rounds     I E E E 
*  Ostinato     I E E E 
              
Dynamics             
*  Symbols       I E E 
              
Texture   I E E E E 
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I=Introduced (formally or informally)  
E=Extended                                         
U=Used Independently by Student 

K 1 2 3 4 5 

Tone Color I E E E E E 
Interpretation             
*  Style I E E E E E 
*  Rhythm       I E E 
*  Melody         I E 
*  Harmony         I E 
*  Dynamics       I E E 
*  Form         I E 
Vocal             
*  Unison I E E E E E 
*  Part Singing     I E E E 
*  Ensemble Singing I E E E E E 
*  Solo I E E E E E 
*  A capella I E E E E E 
              
              
Instrumental             
*  Unison     I E E E 
*  Ensemble     I E E E 
*  Solo     I E E E 
              
Ensemble             
*  Blend       I E E 
*  Stage Presence       I E E 
*  Diction/Articulation       I E E 
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I=Introduced (formally or informally)  
E=Extended                                         
U=Used Independently by Student 

K 1 2 3 4 5 

*  Phrasing       I E E 
*  Intonation       I E E 
              
Auditory Recognition             
*  Melody I E E E E E 
*  Harmony     I E E E 
*  Rhythm I E E E E E 
*  Tone Color I E E E E E 
*  Texture I E E E E E 
*  Dynamics I E E E E E 
*  Form I E E E E E 
              
Visual Recognition             
*  Melodic Contour   I E E E E 
*  Follows Conducting       I E E 
              
              
Music History             
*  Composers I E E E E E 
*  Periods of Music I E E E E E 
*  Styles of Music I E E E E E 
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I=Introduced (formally or informally)  
E=Extended                                         
U=Used Independently by Student 

K 1 2 3 4 5 

Critique 
*  Evaluation       I E E 
*  Analyze   I E E E E 
              
              

 
 
Pacing Guide Music-Kindergarten 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.1.2.B.1 
 
 
 
1.1.2B.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.2 

Ear training and listening 
skill are prerequisites for 
musical literacy. 
 
The elements of music 
are foundational to basic 
music literacy. 
 
 
Proper vocal 
production/vocal 
placement requires an 
understanding of basic 
anatomy and the physical 
properties of sound. 

Explore the elements of 
music (the compositional 
building blocks of music, 
including texture, 
harmony, melody, and 
rhythm) through verbal 
and written responses to 
diverse aural prompts 
and printed scores. 
Demonstrate 
developmentally 
appropriate vocal 
production/vocal 
placement and breathing 
technique. 
 

Sing the melody of 
simple songs by rote. 
 
Clap or move to 
show a steady beat 
to a familiar song or 
rhyme. 
 
Indicate when 
simple chord 
changes take place. 
 
Sing melodies using 
the proper head 
voice. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

October 1.1.2.B.1 *See September *See September Identify the melody 
of familiar songs 
while listening to a 
recording with 
accompaniment. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

November 1.1.2.B.2 
1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
Music is often defined as 
organized sound that is 
dependent on predictable 
properties of tone and 
pitch. Musical notation 
captures tonality, 
dynamic range, and 
rhythm. 
 

Clap, sing, or play on 
pitch from basic notation 
in the treble clef, with 
consideration of pitch, 
rhythm, dynamics, and 
tempo. 

Show by movement 
or verbalize whether 
tempo is fast or 
slow. 
 
 
Read simplified 
notation for quarter 
note, eighth note, 
and quarter rest. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

1.3.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.4 
 
 
 
 
 

The ability to read music 
notation correlates with 
musical fluency and 
literacy. 
Notation systems are 
complex symbolic 
languages that indicate 
pitch, rhythm, dynamics, 
and tempo. 
 
Musical instruments 
have unique qualities of 
tonality and resonance. 
Conventional 
instruments are divided 
into musical families 
according to shared 
properties. 

Play classroom 
percussion 
instruments to 
accompany songs 
and read notation. 
 
 
 
Introduce 
“Percussion” as a 
family of 
instruments. 

Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

December 1.1.2.B.2 
1.1.2.B.3 
1.3.2.B.1 

*See September 
*See November 
*See November 

*See September  
*See  November 
*See November 

Perform appropriate 
movement suggested 
by a given musical 
selection. 
 
Recognize notes as 
musical symbols. 
Take simple 
rhythmic dictation 
using quarter and 
eighth notes. 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 

Montclair Public Schools Page 47 
 



MUSIC / K-5 
Montclair Public Schools 

 

Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

January 1.1.2.B.1 
1.1.2.B.2 

*See September 
*See September 

*See September Identify familiar 
songs when only a 
small part of the 
melody is played. 
 
Clap, play or move 
to show the rhythm 
of a familiar song or 
rhyme. 
 
Determine whether 
given musical 
selection is one 
sound or more than 
one sound. 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

February 1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
1.2.2.A.1 

*See November 
 
 
 
Identify characteristic 
theme-based works of 
music from various 
historical periods and 
world cultures. 

*See November 
 
 
 
 

Distinguish whether 
two given musical 
phrases are alike or 
different. 
 
Listen to composers’ 
representative works 
of the major 
historical periods, 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

e.g., for example, 
“Peter and the 
Wolf”. 

 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

March 1.4.2.A.4 
1.4.2.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.2 
 

Each arts discipline 
(dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art) has 
distinct characteristics, as 
do the artists who create 
them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 

Distinguish patterns in 
nature found in works of 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 
Compare and contrast 
culturally and historically 
diverse works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual 
art that evoke emotion 
and that communicate 
cultural meaning. 

Identify familiar 
environmental and 
instrumental sounds 
by listening. 
 
State verbally or 
react through 
movement to show 
the mood created by 
a given musical 
example. 
 
 
Determine whether a 
musical selection 
heard or performed 
is loud or soft. 
 
Tell whether given 
musical selection is 
unison or 2 or more 
parts. 

District Music and Art 
Festival 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
Show musical 
changes in form by 
using creative 
movement. 

April 1.1.2.B.1 
1.1.2.B.2 
1.3.2.B.1 

*See September 
 
*See November 

*See September 
 
*See November 

Describe the 
direction of melodic 
contour as up, down, 
or the same, verbally 
or through body 
movement. 
 
Play simple melody 
by rote on melodic 
instruments. 
Recognize treble 
clef. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 

Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

May 1.1.2.B.3 *See November *See November Identify familiar 
songs by listening to 
only the melodic 
rhythm. 
 
Differentiate 
between alike or 
different rhythmic 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

pattern.  
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

June 1.1.2.B.3 *See November *See November Differentiate 
between the beat and 
rhythm of a familiar 
song and rhymes 
verbally or through 
body movement. 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Pacing Guide Music-1st Grade 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.1.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.2 

Ear training and listening 
skill are prerequisites for 
musical literacy. 
 
 
 
The elements of music 
are foundational to basic 
music literacy. 
 

Explore the elements of 
music through verbal and 
written responses to 
diverse aural prompts 
and printed scores. 
 
Identify musical 
elements in response to 
diverse aural prompts, 
such as rhythm, timbre, 
dynamics, form, and 
melody. 

Identify familiar 
songs when only a 
small part of the 
melody is played. 
Sing the melody of 
simple songs by rote. 
 
Clap, play an 
instrument, or move 
to show a steady 
beat to a familiar 
song or rhyme. 
 
Echo by clapping or 
playing rhythm 
instruments to a 
given rhythm. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

October 1.1.2.B.1 
1.1.2.B.2 
1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
*See September 
Music is often defined as 
organized sound that is 
dependent on predictable 
properties of tone and 
pitch. Musical notation 
captures tonality, 
dynamic range, and 

Identify and categorize 
sound sources by 
common traits (e.g., 
scales, rhythmic patterns, 
and/or other musical 
elements), and identify 
rhythmic notation up to 
eighth notes and rests. 
Demonstrate 

Identify the melody 
of familiar songs 
while listening to a 
recording with 
accompaniment. 
 
Discern where an 
introduction stops. 
Take melodic 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
1.3.2.B.2 

rhythm. 
Proper vocal 
production/vocal 
placement requires an 
understanding of basic 
anatomy and the physical 
properties of sound. 
 
 

developmentally 
appropriate vocal 
production/vocal 
placement and breathing 
technique. 

dictation using So, 
Mi, La. 
Take rhythmic 
dictation using, half, 
quarter, eighth notes 
and rests. 
 
Sing with accuracy 
the interval of a 3rd. 

 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

November 1.1.2.B.1 
1.1.2.B.2 

*See September *See September Perform appropriate 
movement suggested 
by a given musical 
selection. 
 
Clap, play an 
instrument or move 
to show the rhythm 
of a familiar song or 
rhyme. 
 
Recognize phrases 
and tell whether they 
are the same or 
different. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

December 1.1.2.B.3 
1.1.2.B.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.A.2 
1.4.2.A.4 
 

*See October 
Musical instruments 
have unique qualities of 
tonality and resonance. 
Conventional 
instruments are divided 
into musical families 
according to shared 
properties. 
 
Music has distinct 
characteristics, as do the 
artists who create them. 

*See October 
Categorize families of 
instruments and identify 
their associated musical 
properties. 

Identify familiar 
instrumental and 
environmental 
sounds with eyes 
closed. 
 
Identify the 
instruments of the 
string section. 
 
State verbally or by 
movement to show 
the mood created by 
a given musical 
selection. 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

January 1.1.2.B.1 
1.1.2.B.2 

*See September *See September Distinguish whether 
a given pitch is 
higher, lower or the 
same as another 
given pitch. 
 
Differentiate 
between alike or 
different rhythmic 
patterns. 
 
Indicate when 
simple chord 
changes take place. 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

February 1.3.2.B.4 Proper breathing 
technique and correct 
posture improve the 
timbre of the voice and 
protect the voice when 
singing. 

Vocalize the home tone 
of familiar and 
unfamiliar songs, and 
demonstrate appropriate 
posture and breathing 
technique while 
performing songs, 
rounds, or canons in 
unison and with a 
partner. 

Tell whether given 
musical selection is 
in unison or parts. 
 
Differentiate 
between the beat and 
rhythm of familiar 
songs and rhymes 
verbally or through 
body movement. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

March 1.4.2.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 

Each arts discipline has 
distinct characteristics, as 
do the artists who create 
them. 
 
 

Use imagination to create 
a story based on an arts 
experience that 
communicated an 
emotion or feeling, and 
tell the story through 

Dramatize a familiar 
song or story while 
listening to the 
music. 
 
 

District Music and Art 
Festival 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
1.3.2.B.6 

 
Prescribed forms and 
rules govern music 
composition, rhythmic 
accompaniment, and the 
harmonizing of parts. 

music. 
Sing or play simple 
melodies or rhythmic 
accompaniments in AB 
and ABA forms 
independently and in 
groups, and sight-read 
rhythmic and music 
notation up to and 
including eighth notes 
and rests in a major 
scale. 

Distinguish between 
a loud, medium or 
soft musical excerpt. 

Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

April 1.3.2.B.1 The ability to read music 
notation correlates with 
musical fluency and 
literacy. Notation 
systems are complex 
symbolic languages that 
indicate pitch, rhythm, 
dynamics, and tempo. 

Perform music selections 
from basic notation by 
singing, clapping, and or 
playing a music 
instrument. 

Play short melodic 
patterns on melodic 
instruments to 
illustrate melodic 
direction. 
 
Identify familiar 
songs by listening to 
only the melodic 
rhythm. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

May 1.3.2.B.1 
1.3.2.B.6 

*See April 
*See March 

*See April 
*See March 

Describe the 
direction of melodic 
contour as up, down, 
or the same by body 
movement or 
verbally. 
 
Recognize and 
distinguish between 
songs in AB form 
and songs in ABA 
form. 
 
Create a simplified 
example of AB and 
ABA using 
classroom 
instruments. 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

June 1.4.2.A.3 
1.3.2.B.4 

*See March 
*See February 

*See March 
*See February 

Create sounds to 
depict specific 
situations. 
 
Dramatize a familiar 
song or musical 
story after listening 
to the music. 
 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

Tell whether given 
music selection is 
one or more than one 
sound. 

Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

 
 
 
 
Pacing Guide Music-2nd Grade 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.1.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
 
 

Ear training and listening 
skills are prerequisites 
for musical literacy. 
 
 
 
 
The elements of music 
are foundational to basic 
music literacy. 
 
 

Explore the elements of 
music through verbal and 
written responses to 
diverse aural prompts 
and printed scores. 
 
 
Identify musical 
elements in response to 
diverse aural prompts, 
such as rhythm, timbre, 
dynamics, form, and 

Sing the melody of 
simple songs by rote. 
 
Differentiate 
between short 
melodic patterns as 
being the same or 
different. 
 
Clap, play an 
instrument, or move 
to show a steady 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
1.1.2.B.1 

 
 
 
 
 

melody. 
 
 
 
 

beat to a familiar 
song or rhyme. 
 
Echo by clapping or 
playing rhythm 
instruments to a 
given rhythm. 

Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

October 1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.2 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
Improvisation is a 
foundational skill for 
music composition. 
 
 
 
 
*See September 

 
 
 
 
Improvise short tonal and 
rhythmic patterns over 
ostinatos, and modify 
melodic or rhythmic 
patterns using selected 
notes and/or scales to 
create expressive ideas. 
*See September 
 
 
 
 

Identify familiar 
songs when only a 
small part of the 
melody is played. 
 
Perform appropriate 
movement suggested 
by a given musical 
selection. 
Tell when simple 
changes take place. 
Identify where 
introduction stops. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

November 1.1.2.B.1 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 

Clap, play an 
instrument, or move 
to show the rhythm 
of a familiar song or 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
1.1.2.B.1 
1.3.2.B.5 

 
 
 
*See October 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*See October 
 
 
 
 
 

rhyme. 
 
Differentiate 
between the beat and 
rhythm of familiar 
songs and rhymes 
verbally or through 
body movement. 

 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

December 1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
1.4.2.A.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
Each arts discipline 
(dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art) has 
distinct characteristics, as 
do the artists who create 
them. 
 
The ability to read music 
notation correlates with 
musical fluency and 
literacy.   
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
Distinguish patterns in 
nature found in works of 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 
 
 
Clap, sing, or play on 
pitch from basic notation 
in the treble clef, with 
consideration of pitch, 
rhythm, dynamics, and 
tempo. 
 

Verbalize whether 
phrases are alike or 
different. 
 
Identify familiar 
instrumental and 
environmental 
sounds with no 
visual contact with 
sound source. 
 
Identify the staff and 
distinguish between 
the lines and spaces. 
 
 
 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

1.3.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.4 
 

Notation systems are 
complex symbolic 
languages that indicate 
pitch, rhythm, dynamics, 
and tempo. 
 
 
Musical instruments 
have unique qualities of 
tonality and resonance. 
Conventional 
instruments are divided 
into musical families 
according to shard 
properties. 

Perform music selections 
from basic notation by 
singing, clapping, and or 
playing a musical 
instrument. 
 
 
Categorize families of 
instruments and identify 
their associated musical 
properties. 

Name the lines and 
spaces of the treble 
clef. 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify the 
instruments of the 
brass and woodwind 
families. 

 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

January 1.3.2.B.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proper breathing 
technique and correct 
posture improve the 
timbre of the voice and 
protect the voice when 
singing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Music is often defined as 
organized sound that is 
dependent on predictable 
properties of tone and 
pitch.  
Musical notation 
captures tonality, 
dynamic range, and 

Vocalize the home tone 
of familiar and 
unfamiliar songs, and 
demonstrate appropriate 
posture and breathing 
technique while 
performing songs, 
sounds, or canons in 
unison and with a 
partner. 
 
Using musical notation 
up to eighth notes and 
rests, sing or play on 
instruments songs or 
instrumental 
compositions in 
pentatonic and diatonic 
scales. 

Tell whether given 
musical selection is 
one or more than one 
sound. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verbalize whether 
given musical 
selection is in unison 
or parts. 
 
 
 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
1.3.2.B.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 

rhythm. 
 
Improvisation is a 
foundational skill for 
music composition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 

 
 
Explore rhythmic and 
melodic patterns as a 
basis for vocal, 
instrumental and 
movement improvisation 
and apply these over 
repeated ostinato patterns 
to create new melodies 
and rhythms. 
 
 
Compare and contrast 
culturally and historically 
diverse works of dance, 
music, theatre and visual 
art that evoke emotion 
and that communicate 
cultural meaning. 
 
Use imagination to create 
a story based on an arts 
experience that 
communicated an 
emotion or felling, and 
tell the story through 
music. 

 
 
State verbally or 
react through 
movement to show 
the mood created by 
a given musical 
selection. 
 
 
 
 
 
Create sounds to 
depict specific 
situations. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dramatize a familiar 
song or story while 
listening to the 
music. 

Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

February 1.3.2.B.1 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.3 
 

*See December 
 
 
 
*See January 
 

*See December 
 
 
 
*See January 
 

Play by rote simple 
songs on melodic 
instruments. 
 
Describe the 
direction of melodic 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.1 
 
 
 
1.2.2.A.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
Dance, music, theatre, 
and visual artwork from 
diverse cultures and 
historical eras have 
distinct characteristics 
and common themes that 
are revealed by 
contextual cues within 
the works of art. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
Identify characteristic 
theme-based works of 
music from various 
historical periods and 
world cultures. 

contour as up, down, 
or the same by body 
movement or 
verbally. 
Determine whether 
two rhythmic 
patterns are alike or 
different. 
 
Play familiar melody 
from simplified 
notation. 
 
Listen to a 
representative 
composition from 
the Classical period 
and identify the 
instruments played. 

 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

March 1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.6 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
Prescribed forms and 
rules govern music 
composition, rhythmic 
accompaniment, and the 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
Sing or play simple 
melodies or rhythmic 
accompaniments in AB 
and ABA forms 

Identify familiar 
songs by listening to 
only the melodic 
rhythm. 
 
Accompany class 
with autoharp, 
electric keyboard, or 
Orff bass tones to 

District Music and Art 
Festival 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.6 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.1 
 
 
 
1.3.2.B.3 
 
 
1.3.2.B.1 
 
 

harmonizing of parts. 
 
 
Playing techniques for 
Orff instruments develop 
foundational skills used 
for hand percussion and 
melodic percussion 
instruments. 
 
 
 
 
*See March 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
*See March 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 

independently and in 
groups, and sight-read 
rhythmic and music 
notation up to and 
including eighth notes 
and rest in a major scale. 
Demonstrate correct 
playing techniques for 
Orff instruments or 
equivalent homemade 
instruments. 
 
 
*See March 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
*See March 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 

familiar songs using 
I, IV, and V. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perform works with 
an introduction, coda 
or ending. 
 
Create a simplified 
example of a round 
in a variety of 
dynamics and tempi 
using the voice or 
classroom 
instruments such as 
tone bells, 
xylophone, or 
rhythmic 
instruments. 
 
 
Read and perform 
simple notation by 
body sounds, simple 

 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.3 

 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 

 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 

rhythm instruments 
or Orff instruments. 
 
Read and perform 
written notation 
using quarter, eighth, 
half, dotted half and 
whole notes in 
4/4/meter. 
Identify an obvious 
down beat in a given 
musical selection by 
playing it on a 
percussion 
instrument or 
clapping. 
Identify major or 
minor chords and 
songs. 

April 1.1.2.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.A.3 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 

Tell both aurally and 
visually whether 
melody moves in 
steps or skips. 
 
 
Tell whether a given 
pitch is higher, lower 
or the same as 
another given pitch. 
 
Create melody to go 
along with specific 
situations. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

1.1.2.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See January 
 
 
 
 
 

*See January Differentiate 
between duple and 
triple meters through 
body movement and 
percussive 
instruments. 

Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

May 1.3.2.B.6 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.A.3 
 
 
 

*See March 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 

*See March 
 
 
 
 
*See December 

Recognize and 
distinguish between 
songs in AB, ABA, 
and rounds. 
 
Create sounds to 
show contrast with a 
given sound or 
musical selections. 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

June 1.3.2.B.7 Basic conducting 
patterns and gestures 
provide cues about how 
and when to execute 
changes in dynamics, 
timbre, and timing. 

Blend unison and 
harmonic parts and vocal 
or instrumental timbres 
while matching dynamic 
levels in response to a 
conductor’s cues. 

Follow cues while 
singing, 

School Concert Attendance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Pacing Guide Music 3rd Grade 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Proper vocal production 
and vocal placement 
improve vocal quality.  
Harmonizing requires 
singing ability and active 
listening skills. 
Individual voice ranges 
change with time. 
 
 
Complex scores may 
include compound 
meters and the grand 
staff. 
 
 

Sing melodic and 
harmonizing parts, 
independently and in 
groups, adjusting to the 
range and timbre of the 
developing voice. 
 
 
 
 
Sing or play music from 
complex notation, using 
notation systems in treble 
and bass clef, mixed 
meter, and compound 
meter. 

Sing “on key” with 
increased accuracy 
and tone quality. 
Distinguish between 
major and minor 
melodies by sound. 
 
 
 
 
Clap or play various 
rhythm instruments 
to the beat and 
rhythm while 
singing. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

October 1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sing songs by rote, 
in text books and 
sheet music that are 
in the following 
forms: rounds, 
descant parts and 
simple 2-pt music, 
and also play by rote 
these forms on 
classroom melody 
instruments like the 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.4 

 
 
 
 
Decoding musical scores 
requires understanding of 
notation systems, the 
elements of music, and 
basic compositional 
concepts. 

 
 
 
 
Decode how the 
elements of music are 
used to achieve unity and 
variety, tension and 
release, and balance in 
musical compositions. 

recorder, melody 
bells and Orff 
instruments. 
 
Recognize high-low 
and same-different 
in the melodic 
contour. 

Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

November 1.3.5.B.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes the 
contributions of an 
individual artist can 
influence a generation of 
artists and signal the 
beginning of a new art 
genre. 

*See October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Determine the impact of 
significant contributions 
of individual artists in 
music from diverse 
cultures throughout 
history. 

Distinguish between 
what is beat and 
what is rhythm. 
 
Identify major and 
minor chord changes 
by sound. 
 
Identify like/unlike, 
similar melodic and 
rhythmic phrases 
and patterns. 
 
 
Recognize the 
different timbre in 
male and female 
voices. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

December 1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 

Characteristic 
approaches to content, 
form, style, and design 
define art genres. 
 
 
 
The elements of music 
are building blocks 
denoting meter, rhythmic 
concepts, tonality, 
intervals, chords, and 
melodic and harmonic 
progressions, all of 
which contribute to 
musical literacy. 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 

Relate common artistic 
elements that define 
distinctive art genres in 
music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 

Describe dynamic 
and tempo contrasts 
with relationship to 
the changing moods 
that the music 
portrays. 
 
Demonstrate 
changes in tempo 
and dynamics on 
classroom 
instruments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be knowledgeable of 
terminology of 
tempo and 
dynamics: piano, 
forte, staccato, 
legato, fermata. 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

January 1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.1 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Play by rote and by 
notation, simple 
melodies on Orff 
instruments and 
other melodic 
instruments like the 
recorder and tone 
bells. 
 
Understand 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

dynamics as they 
relate to contrasts in 
music and 
demonstrate on 
classroom 
instruments. 
 
Be able to take 
simple step-wise 
melodic dictation 
upon hearing very 
simple melodies. 
 
Sing with accuracy 
the intervals of a 3rd, 
4th and 5th with the 
aid of melodic 
instruments. 

Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

February 1.3.5.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music composition is 
governed by prescribed 
rules and forms that 
apply to both improvised 
and scored music. 
 
 
 

Improvise and score 
simple melodies over 
given harmonic 
structures using 
traditional instruments 
and/or computer 
programs. 
 

Improvise 
rhythmically to a 
song that has been 
heard or listen to on 
a recording. 
 
 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

1.4.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.3 

Formalism in dance, 
music, theatre, and visual 
art varies according to 
personal, cultural, and 
historical contexts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See November 
 
 

Make informed aesthetic 
responses to artworks 
based on structural 
arrangement and 
personal, cultural, and 
historical points of view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See November 

Show changes in 
form by using 
creative movement 
to what is heard or 
played. 
 
 
Create a simplified 
example of Theme 
and Variation in a 
variety of dynamics 
and tempi using the 
voice or classroom 
instruments such as 
tone bells, 
xylophone, rhythmic 
instruments or 
recorder. 
 
Perform simple 
examples of a 
countermelody using 
classroom melodic 
or rhythmic 
instruments. 
 
Listen to composers’ 
representative works 
of the major 
historical periods. 

Repertoire Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

March 1.1.5.B.2 
 
 
 

*See December 
 
 
 

*See December 
 
 
 

Identify the 
following meter 
signatures: 2/3, ¾, 
4/4, 6/8. Explain 

District Music and Art 
Festival 
 
Professional Development 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complex scores may 
include compound 
meters and the grand 
staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing or play music from 
complex notation, using 
systems in treble and 
bass clef, mixed meter, 
and compound meter. 

what their numbers 
mean in terms of 
beats per measure 
and the note getting 
one beat. 
 
Take rhythmic 
dictation using the 
following note 
values:  quarter, 
eighth, half, dotted 
half and whole 
notes. 
 
Clap accented and 
unaccented rhythms 
with or without a 
pulse. 
 
 
Recognize various 
tempo and dynamic 
changes by sight and 
sound. 

Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

April 1.4.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.1 
 
 

Works of art may be 
organized according to 
their functions and 
artistic purposes (e.g., 
genres, mediums, 
messages, themes). 
 
Art and culture reflect 
and affect each other. 
 

Describe or perform 
musical examples of the 
key components of a 
given musical genre. 
 
 
 
Recognize works of 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art as a 

Recognize the 
different timbres of 
the four families of 
orchestral 
instruments by 
sound and pictures. 
 
Identify some 
melodic themes of 
great composers. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*See March 

reflection of societal 
values and beliefs. 
 
*See March 

 
 
 
Perform melodies 
and chord patterns 
on Orff instruments 
or other classroom 
melodic instruments, 
using treble and bass 
clef. 

Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

May 1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.3 
 
 
 

*See March 
 
 
 
 
 
*See February 

*See March 
 
 
 
 
 
*See February 

Distinguish between 
doubled and halved 
rhythms that are 
played or heard. 
 
Create simple 
ostinato parts to a 
song using 
classroom melodic 
instruments. 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

June 1.3.5.B.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.3 
 
 
 

*See October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See March 
 
 
 
 
 
Criteria for determining 
the aesthetic merits of 
artwork vary according 
to context. 
Understanding the 
relationship between 
compositional design and 
genre provides the 
foundation for making 
value judgments about 
the arts. 
 
*See February 

*See October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See March 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See February 

Distinguish and 
identify what are a 
melodic line and a 
harmonic line, 
utilizing part songs, 
descants, and round, 
in in composed 
recorded music. 
 
Read and perform 
notation using 
quarter notes, rests, 
eighth notes and 
sixteenth notes. 
 
Demonstrate 
expressions of mood 
through singing, 
playing an 
instrument, or 
through body 
movement in various 
dynamics and tempi. 
 
 
 
 
Create sounds to 
show contrast with a 
given sound using 
any of the classroom 
instruments. 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Pacing Guide Music 4th Grade 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 

Proper vocal production 
and vocal placement 
improve vocal quality. 
Harmonizing requires 
singing ability and active 
listening skills. 
Individual voice ranges 
change with time. 
 
 
Complex scores may 
include compound 
meters and the grand 
staff. 

Sing melodic and 
harmonizing parts, 
independently and in 
groups adjusting to the 
range and timbre of the 
developing voice. 
 
 
 
 
Sing or play music from 
complex notation, using 
notation systems in treble 
and bass clef, mixed 
meter, and compound 
meter. 

Continue to develop 
the voice with more 
expression and 
improved vocal 
range. 
 
 
 
 
 
Recognize basic key 
changes in the 
melody by sound. 
 
 
 
 
Identify and use 
music terms such as 
sharp, flat and 
natural. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

October 1.1.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.4 

The elements of music 
are building blocks 
denoting meter, rhythmic 
concepts, tonality, 
intervals, chords, and 
melodic and harmonic 
progressions, all of 
which contribute to 
musical literacy. 
 
Decoding musical scores 

Identify the elements of 
music in response to 
aural prompts and 
printed music notational 
systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
Decode how the 

Maintain a steady 
pulse against varied 
rhythmic patterns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify by notation 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

requires understanding of 
notation systems, the 
elements of music, and 
basic compositional 
concepts. 

elements of music are 
used to achieve unity and 
variety, tension and 
release, and balance in 
musical compositions. 

or sound the rhythms 
that are heard, 
played or clapped 
and clap them back. 

Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

November 1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 

Reading basic music 
notation contributes to 
musical fluency and 
literacy. Musical 
intelligence is related to 
ear training and listening 
skill, and temporal 
spatial reasoning ability 
is connected to listening 
skill. 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See October 
 
 
 

Identify the elements of 
music in response to 
aural prompts and 
printed notational 
systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See October 

Continue visual and 
aural understanding 
of rhythm and beat 
through notation by 
introducing dotted 
rhythms. 
 
 
 
 
 
Continue to develop 
vocal abilities in part 
singing rounds, 
descants, canons, 
and simple 2-pt 
music by rote and 
notation. 
 
Continue to sing and 
play simple songs in 
major and minor 
keys. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

December 1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.2 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
Characteristic 
approaches to content, 
form, style, and design 
define art genres. 

*See September 
 
 
 
Relate common artistic 
elements that define 
distinctive art genres in 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 

Develop the voice by 
the technique of solo 
singing in general 
music class.  
Further understand 
vocal ranges of 
male/female voices 
by listening to 
various operas, vocal 
ensembles and 
soloists utilizing the 
soprano, alto, tenor 
and bass ranges. 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
Professional Development 
Activities 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

January 1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.3 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music composition is 
governed by prescribed 
rules and forms that 
apply to both improvised 
and scored music. 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Given a simple harmonic 
structure of I/IV/V/I, use 
classroom instruments or 
computer programs to 
improvise and create a 

Continue to develop 
the voice as a 
musical instrument 
in tone quality, 
duration of sound 
and vocal 
expression. 
 
Create more 
advanced 
accompaniment 
patterns on melodic 
instruments using 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art and culture reflect 
and affect each other. 

simple melody. 
 
 
 
 
*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See October 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recognize works of 
dance, music theatre, and 
visual art as a reflection 
of societal values and 
beliefs. 

alternating bass, 
bordoun, broken 
chord patterns and 
melodic ostinato. 
 
Recognize and 
describe a string 
quartet, vocal 
ensemble, woodwind 
ensemble and brass 
ensemble.  
 
Continue to explore 
and understand 
music instrument 
families; their 
different timbres and 
how each sound is 
produced. 
 
View and listen to 
live and recorded 
performances of 
ballet and jazz style. 

 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

February 1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use terminology 
when discussing key 
changes in music 
that is sung or 
played: sharp, flat, 
and natural sign; and 
how these symbols 
change the tones. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See October 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See October 

Be knowledgeable of 
terminology in 
tempo, dynamics and 
articulation; legato, 
staccato, andante, 
allegro, marcato, 
pianissimo, and 
fortissimo. 
 
 
Continue to play 
melodies on melodic 
instruments with 
more emphasis on 
reading from 
traditional notation. 

 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

March 1.3.5.B.4 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.2 
 
 

*See October  
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 

*See October 
 
 
 
 
*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*See December 

Detect accented 
rhythms as 
compared to 
unaccented ones. 
 
Recognize chord 
symbols and play 
accompaniments to 
songs in various 
progressions: I-IV-
V7-I, and I-vi, IV, 
V7, I. 
 
Distinguish between 
the following: theme 
and variation, coda, 

District Music and Art 
Festival 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 

introduction, canon 
and countermelody. 

Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

April 1.2.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Sometimes the 
contributions of an 
individual artist can 
influence a generation of 
artists and signal the 
beginning of a new art 
genre. 
 
*See November 

Determine the impact of 
significant contributions 
of individual artists in 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art from 
diverse cultures 
throughout history. 
 
*See November 

Show understanding 
of melodic contour 
through various art 
forms such as visual 
art, and creative 
dance and 
movement. 
 
Be able to take 
melodic dictation in 
step-wise motion 
and be introduced to 
the interval of an 
8ve. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

May 1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.3 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
*See January 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
*See January 

Perform simple 
polyrhythms on 
percussion 
instruments. 
 
Create own musical 
compositions or 
ideas and add 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 

appropriate melodic 
and rhythmic 
instruments. 

Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

June 1.2.5.A.3 *See April *See April Understand the 
various elements of 
musical 
interpretation and 
the effect they have 
on the style of a song 
or composition. 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Pacing Guide Music 5th Grade 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 

Reading basic music 
notation contributes to 
musical fluency and 
literacy. Musical 
intelligence is related to 
ear training and listening 
skill, and temporal 
spatial reasoning ability 
is connected to listening 
skill. 
 
Complex scores may 
include compound 
meters and the grand 
staff. 
 
 
 
Characteristic 
approaches to content, 
form, style, and design 
define art genres. 
 

Identify the elements of 
music in response to 
aural prompts and 
printed music notational 
systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing or play music from 
complex notation, using 
notation systems in treble 
and bass clef, mixed 
meter, and compound 
meter. 
 
Relate common artistic 
elements that define 
distinctive art genres in 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 

Identify major and 
minor songs by 
sound. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perform songs and 
instrumental 
selections using the 
pentatonic, major 
and minor scales. 
 
 
Understand and 
explore the uses of 
electronic music and 
sound reproduction 
of both classical and 
contemporary music. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

October 1.3.5.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 

Proper vocal production 
and vocal placement 
improve vocal quality. 
Harmonizing requires 
singing ability and active 
listening skills.  

Sing melodic and 
harmonizing parts, 
independently and in 
groups, adjusting to the 
range and timbre of the 
developing voice. 

Sing with increased 
accuracy, intervals 
of a 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 
8ve with the aid of 
melodic instruments. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
Method Books 
 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
1.3.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 

 
Individual voice ranges 
change with time. 

 
Be introduced to tied 
notes and explain 
their beat values. 

Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

November 1.1.5.B.2 The elements of music 
are building blocks 
denoting meter, rhythmic 
concepts, tonality, 
intervals, chords, and 
melodic and harmonic 
progressions, all of 
which contribute to 
musical literacy. 

Demonstrate the basic 
concepts of meter, 
rhythm, tonality, 
intervals, chords, and 
melodic and harmonic 
progressions, and 
differentiate basic 
structures. 

Sing and Play more 
difficult 2-pt music, 
stressing reading 
through notation. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

December 1.4.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 

Works of art may be 
organized according to 
their functions and 
artistic purposes (e.g., 
genres, mediums, 
messages, themes). 
 
 
Criteria for determining 
the aesthetic merits of 
artwork vary according 
to context. 
Understanding the 
relationship between 
compositional design and 
genre provides the 
foundation for making 
value judgments about 
the arts. 

Employ basic, discipline-
specific arts terminology 
to categorize works of 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art according 
to established 
classifications. 
 
Demonstrate how art 
communicates ideas 
about personal and social 
values and is inspired by 
an individual’s 
imagination and frame of 
reference (e.g., personal, 
social, political, 
historical context). 

Hear and identify the 
ranges in an SATB 
chorus. 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain what 
dynamics and tempo 
are as they relate to 
changes in the mood 
of music. 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

January 1.2.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.B.2 

Sometimes the 
contributions of an 
individual artist can 
influence a generation of 
artists and signal the 
beginning of a new art 
genre. 
 
*See November 

Determine the impact of 
significant contributions 
of individual artists in 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art from 
diverse cultures 
throughout history. 
 
*See November 

Show understanding 
and appreciation 
through listening, 
and attending 
concerts of different 
composers and 
arrangers. 
 
Understand cut time 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
1.4.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*See December 
 
 

 
 
*See December 

meter signature. 
 
Understand 
variations in voices: 
baritone, mezzo 
soprano, and 
coloratura soprano. 

 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

February 1.1.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.2 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music composition is 
governed by prescribed 
rules and forms that 
apply to both improvised 
and scored music. 
 
 
*See September 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Improvise and score 
simple melodies over 
given harmonic 
structures using 
traditional instruments 
and/or computer 
programs. 
*See September 

Continue to improve 
the melodic dictation 
skills from prior 
grades using steps, 
skips of a 3rd, and 
the triad. 
 
Continue to create 
own accompaniment 
patterns when 
singing or playing. 
 
 
 
Understand opera 
and operetta as 
musical forms. 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

March 1.4.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 

*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 

*See December 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 

Explain what 
dynamics and tempo 
are as they relate to 
changes in the mood 
of music. 
 
Listen to composers’ 
representative works 
of the major 
historical periods. 

District Music and Art 
Festival 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

April 1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See September 
 
 
 
 
 
*See January 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the uses of 
the chromatic scale 
by listening to 20th 
century atonal 
music. 
 
Listen and view 
recordings of 
representative works 
of composers and 
their electronic 
music. 
 

Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

1.1.5.B.2 *See November *See November Be introduced to 
major and minor 
chords in terms of 
how they are 
constructed. 

 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

May 1.2.5.A.2 *See September *See September Understand the 
compositional forms 
of Sonata and 
Symphony through 
increased listening 
of classical and 
contemporary music. 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
Professional Development 
Activities 
 
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 

June 1.2.5.A.1 Art and culture reflect 
and affect each other. 

Recognize works of 
dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art as a 
reflection of societal 
values and beliefs. 

Understand that the 
dance forms of ballet 
and jazz are 
expressive and 
interpretive art 

School Concert Attendance 
and Performance 
 
Professional Development 
Activities 

Music Class 
Participation 
Rubrics 
 
Written and 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

forms.  
Thematic Unit Websites 
 
Method Books 
 
Choral and Instrumental 
Repertoire 

Performance Tests 
 
Daily Music 
Challenge 
 
Oral/Verbal 
Responses to 
Teacher Questions 
 
Informal 
Observations of 
Student Musical 
Responses 
 
Self-Assessment, 
Student Reflection 
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SECTION III 

 
New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
Standard 1.1 The Creative Process:  All students will demonstrate an understanding of 
the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 
 
Standard 1.2 The History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the 
role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 
Standard 1.3 Performing:  All students will synthesize skills, media, methods, and 
technologies that are appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to 
works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
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SECTION IV 

 
Resources and Supplemental Materials 

(Instructional Support) 
 
 

National Standards for Music Education 
www.NAfME.org   National Association for Music Education 
 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Framework 
www.nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard 
 
Children’s and Community Youth Choir Repertoire and Standards 
www.acda.org    American Choral Director’s Association 
 
Silver Burdett Making Music supports the New Jersey Curriculum Content Standards for Visual and Performing 
Arts   www.sbgmusic.com 
 
National Association for Music Education   www.nafme.org 
 
New Jersey Music Educators   www.njmea.org 
 
American Orff-Schulwerk Association www.aosa.org 
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American Choral Directors Association www.acda.org 
 
ChoralNet   Resources and communications for the global choral community www.choralnet.org 
Choral Public Domain Library    www.cpdl.org 
 
Organization of American Kodaly Educators   www/oake.org 
 
Putumayo Playground Multi-Cultural Curriculum K-6 (student passport journals, CD and Teacher’s Guide)   
www.putumayo.com 
 
Children’s Music Portal   www.childrens-music.org 
 
Music K-8 Resource Magazine for Elementary and Middle School Music Teachers   
www.musicK8.com 
 
Music Theory Worksheets     www.gmajormusictheory.org 
 
Music Theory Online Exercises    www.musictheory.net 
 
Monk Institute Curriculum   web-based curriculum offering grade level guides, recordings, photos, timelines     
www.monkinstitute.org/curriculum 
 
Vic Firth drum rudiment page     www.vicfirth/education/rudiments 
 
Music Alive Magazine   www.musicalive.com 
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The Instrumentalist Magazine   www.theinstruentalistmagazine.com 
 
Garage Band ’11   Apple Computers 
Playing the Recorder Rubric     www.rcampus.com 
 
General Music www.rubistar.4teachers.org  
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